
What is an Agape Feast? 

When the New Testament talks about God’s love for us and the love we are to 

have for other people, it uses the Greek word agape. As 1 Corinthians 13 cele-

brates, this agape is patient, kind, humble, truthful, and so much more. Agape love 

is distinct from romance’s passions or the instinctive love we have for family. In-

stead, agape is a decision-based love that chooses to love others even when they do 

not always deserve it, for agape is less about your emotions and more about your 

resolution to do goodness and show mercy. Agape is best revealed in the cross of 

Christ, which we remember tomorrow on Good Friday, when Jesus gave up his 

life so that sinners might be forgiven and God’s enemies be reconciled to him. 

In the ancient Church’s earliest years, Christians had no buildings for worship 

and instead met in the homes of believers. These gatherings were a blend of pot-

luck dinner and communion worship service, with rich and poor sharing what 

they had so all could eat, studying the scriptures together, and singing hymns of 

praise and worship. These gatherings were called agape feasts or, in plainer terms, 

love meals, and they were the earliest form of communion. As Christianity be-

came more established, the sharing of bread and wine in remembrance of Christ 

was formalized and shrunk down in size so it could be more easily fit in a worship 

service in a sanctuary, with any feasting moved to after the service if at all. 

In modern times, many Christians—especially Moravians, Methodists, Ortho-

dox, and Catholics—will occasionally return to the ancient practice of agape feasts, 

either as part of a communion service or immediately afterwards. Tonight we will 

celebrate our own version of such a meal, with liturgy drawn from the various 

meals Christ celebrated with his disciples. While this service features food promi-

nently, it is not an excuse for gluttony or excess. Instead, it is meant as a reminder 

that the Lord who made our bodies saw fit to require us to eat from time to time 

and in Christ Jesus shared meals with his disciples. 
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Prelude Katherine Nold 

Welcome John 6 Pastor Alex 

Greeting Anthem Title Bell Choir 

Call to Worship Luke 10 *All 

     Pastor: When Jesus ate supper with Mary and Martha, Mary learned at Jesus’ feet 

while Martha raced about, distracted in preparing her house to host Jesus.  

     All: When Martha complained about it, Jesus explained: “You are distracted 

by many things but need only one thing, which Mary already has chosen.”  

     Pastor: We gather in worship yet bring with us many distractions and cares. But 

we need only Jesus himself, who calls to us all as he once called to Mary.  

     All: In this time of fellowship, may we cast all our burdens at Christ’s feet to 

simply learn from Jesus our teacher, healer, Lord, and friend. 

Hymn #401 Here in This Place *All 

Prayer of Confession Matthew 9 All 

Gracious God, when religious leaders complained about how Jesus shared 

dinner with hated tax collectors and other sinners, you answered them: 

“Those who are healthy do not need a doctor, but those who are sick do. In 

the same way, I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” Tonight we 

confess we are sinners. And we confess we have heard you calling us back to 

you. So hear us now in this time of silent prayer, as we seek your grace once 

more, trusting in the love and mercy of Jesus…  

Assurance of Forgiveness                  Luke 7                                               Pastor Alex 

Washing of Feet John 13 All 

      Hymn #507 Come to the Table of Grace *All 

Agape Feast   

      Invitation Matthew 26:26-30 Pastor Alex 

      Prayer over Communion & the Lord’s Prayer  Pastor Alex, All 

      Sharing an Expanded Lord’s Supper All 

      Homily  Pastor Alex 

      Hymn #498          Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken                                 All 

      Prayer of Thanks  Pastor Alex 

Prayers of the People Luke 24 All 

Farewell Anthem The Upper Room Choir 

Benediction John 13 Pastor Alex 

Postlude  Katherine Nold 

* Please rise, whether in body or spirit. 


