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CELEBRATE— 

 Leave up the tree for 12 days! 

  Enjoy family! 

   Sing carols and songs!  



Your Christmas Notes, Drawings & Reflections Advent & Christmas Schedule 

First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 29th 

 Worship at 10:30am, online & in-person 

 

Second Sunday of Advent, Dec. 6th 

 Worship at 10:30am, online & in-person 

 Advent Walk at the Church at 6:30pm 

 

Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 13th 

 Worship at 10:30am, online & in-person 

 Holiday Food Box Donation Drive Ends 

 Caroling at Devonshire at 4:30pm 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 20th 

 Worship at 10:30am, online & in-person 

 Caroling at Devonshire at 4:30pm 

 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th 

 Worship at 7:00pm, online & in-person 

 Worship with Communion at 11:00pm, in-person only 

 

Christmas Day, Dec. 25th 

 Office Closed 



What Is Advent? 

Advent is the beginning of a new Christian Church year 

and the season during which we prepare for Christmas, the 

birthday of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Advent means “coming” 

and refers to the coming of Jesus Christ in His various 

manifestations: His coming in spirit and power; His com-

ing in the flesh; and His coming in glory. 

In this day and age, few of us are very practiced at wait-

ing. We are accustomed to instant breakfasts, Instagram 

and live streaming from around the world. These medita-

tions for the four Sundays in Advent, Christmas Eve, and 

Christmas Day invite us to slow down and listen for the 

“still small voice of God.” Amid the rush of Christmas shop-

ping and festivities that will be different 

for us this year, we are invited to sit and 

ponder the miracle of Emmanuel—“God 

with us”—and discover what it is to wait 

as Mary waited for the babe in her womb, 

the babe whom the angel said would be 

called “Holy, the Son of  God.”                            

The Advent Wreath 

Our congregation, as well as many families in their homes, 

will again use the advent wreath during this season of 

preparation for the Christmas celebration. 

History of the Advent History 

The wreath probably originated during the Renaissance in 

the Middle European countries (now Austria and Hunga-

ry). The making of the wreath was a family custom. Ever-

green boughs and cones from the forest were gathered for 

the preparation of the wreath. A purple candle was placed 



A Birthday Celebration!!! 

Guest of Honor: Jesus Christ 

Date: Every day. While December 25th is the traditional 
date, Jesus is always around, so the timing is flexible. 

Time: Whenever you’re ready. Please don’t be late, though, 
or you’ll miss out on all the fun! 

Place: In your heart. He’ll meet you there. (You’ll hear Him 
knock) 

Attire: Come as you are. Grubby clothes are okay, as He’ll 
be washing our clothes anyway. He said something about 
new white robes and crowns for all who stay ‘til the last. 

Tickets: Admission is free. He’s already paid for everyone. 
(He says you couldn’t have afforded it anyway: it cost Him 
everything He had. But you do need to accept the ticket!) 

Refreshments: New wine, bread, and a far-out drink He 
calls “Living Water,” followed by a supper that promises to 
be out of this world! 

Gift Suggestions: Your life. He’s one of those people who al-
ready has everything else. (He’s very generous in return 
though.  Just wait until you see what He has for you!) 

Entertainment: Joy, Peace, Truth, Light, Life, Love, Real      
Happiness, Communion with God, Forgiveness, Miracles, 
Healing Power, Eternity in Paradise, Contentment and 
much more!  (Good for all ages, so bring family & friends.)  

R.S.V.P.: Very Important! He must know ahead so He can 
reserve a spot for you at the table. Also, He’s keeping a list 
of His friends for future reference. He calls it the “Lamb’s 
Book of Life.” Party being given by His Kids (that’s us!).  

in the wreath and lit as the family read scriptures, offered 

prayers, and sang psalms and hymns. The same procedure 

was followed the next Sunday. On the third Sunday a rose 

or pink candle was used, followed by another purple candle 

on the fourth and final Sunday. Christmas Eve ends the Ad-

vent Season, on which a tall white candle called the Christ 

Candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and lit. 

Symbols of the Wreath 

Advent is the time of waiting and preparing for the com-

ing of Christ. Each part of the wreath is a symbol with a 

special meaning. 

The Wreath Circle symbolizes eternity, with no beginning 

or end, testifying to the never-ending love of God.   

The Evergreens symbolize everlasting life, reminding us 

that all life comes from God. 

The Four Candles represent the four Sundays in Advent. 

Purple is the color of penitence and royalty. Purple is used 

for candles, vestments, and banners because it is considered 

the “official” color of the Advent Season, though blue may 

be used in some churches. As a dark color, purple also helps 

us remember that Christ brings light into the darkness. 

Pink is the color of joy and happiness. A pink candle is lit 

on Gaudete (“joy”) Sunday. 

White is the color of purity. A white candle rests in the cen-

ter of the wreath and is lit on Christmas Eve to symbolize 

the birth of Christ.  

Lighting Candles helps us remember the One who said, “I 

am the light of the world.” 



“The Promise of His Coming” 
November 29, 2020 

The first Candle on the Advent wreath has been called the 

Prophecy Candle, opening up this period of waiting for the 

birth of Christ. Focus your attention on the theme for this 

week: Anticipation and Longing for Jesus. Light the first 

candle together and say, “I light this candle in the first 

week of Advent to proclaim the coming of the Light of 

Christ into the darkness.”  

The Prophecy:   Isaiah 9:2-7 

Who Do You Think You Are? 
“Who am I?” “Where do I belong?” 

My main contribution to my family is: each of you is a 

member of a family. And God loves your family and blesses 

it. You know that He is concerned and is able to help your 

family reach its goals and perfect its plans. 

But what about each separate member of the family? You 

are individuals with individual needs and desires and 

hopes and dreams. Where do you fit in? Because of your 

particular contributions, would your family find it diffi-

cult to get along without you? The important thing is how 

you feel about yourself as an individual and as a member 

of your family. 

fulfillment of God’s saving purpose, which began at the 

birth of Jesus who is the Messiah, God’s Son, born among us 

to save the world. This is the message of Christmas. 

We rejoice because Christ has come to the sinful, broken, 

and unredeemed world of which we become so aware dur-

ing Advent. We now have 12 days when we bend our knees, 

bow our heads, and celebrate in gratitude that God would 

and does enter our unholy lives and this unholy world.  

 

Advent Wreath Tradition 
by Gloria Michelson 

In our family, the advent wreath became the centerpiece 

on our dining room table: a weekly place where 

we centered our family. At my request, it became a top pri-

ority to come together to celebrate Advent. I would set the 

table with a festive holiday table clothes, napkins, cups, etc. 

In the 70’s and 80’s holiday dinnerware was not a common 

thing. Ours were paper but felt so special and fancy. 

For these Advent celebrations there was always a special 

treat: one week hot cocoa and homemade bread; another 

week freshly baked holiday cookies; another week pepper-

mint ice cream with chocolate syrup; always something 

that felt special and Christmasy! John would read from the 

devotional book each week in turn ushering in the Ad-

vent focus. The Prophets Candle symbolizing hope; the Beth-

lehem Candle, faith; the Shepherds Candle, joy; the Angels 

Candle, Love… each week he’d read—the ideas and focus 

centering us again in anticipation of the birth of the Christ 

Child. Our time would conclude with a family carol sing, 

which in retrospect seemed corny to my children but was 

also so warm and sweet. 



“Son of God” 
December 25, 2020  

Remove the Advent wreath but leave the white, central 

Christ candle. This represents the Light that has come into 

the darkness. Light the Christ candle together and say, “The 

Christ candle remains lit, and we pray that your light also 

continues to shine in our lives, not only on Christmas but 

every day of the year.” 

The Promise:   Micah 4:1-5, 5:2-4 & 1 John 4:7-16 

Christmas Is More Than A Day 

The celebration of Christmas does not end on Christmas 

Day. Christmas Day is only the beginning of 12 days of cele-

brating, rejoicing and feasting!   

On December 25th, more Christians pause in their frenzied 

lives to acknowledge Christ than on any other day of the 

year. Images of the “baby in the manger” and “peace 

among all on earth” fill our minds. On Christmas Day, 

Christians unite in celebrating the birth of the Christ child. 

But just what IS Christmas? God in flesh! God has come to 

“save us all from Satan’s power when we have gone 

astray.” What we celebrate at Christmas is the ultimate 

The family is like a building, made of separate stones. Each 

one has something to contribute, something important to 

give. God knows each of you individually and has a plan 

for each. He loves you and molds and shapes you for your 

one place in his world and within your family circle.   

Everything that happens to you—joy and sorrow and pain 

and triumph—are important to Him, and He uses these 

things to make you what you are. 

So, although God truly loves the family, it’s each individual 

member of it He cares about, nurtures, listens to, and com-

forts with His love. Know this, be strong in the knowledge, 

and thereby have more to contribute to your own family. 

 

This Week’s Carol:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 O come, O come Emmanuel 

 And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here. 

 Until the Son of God appears.   

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

This Week’s Prayer: “All powerful God, increase our 

strength of will for doing good so that Christ may find an 

eager welcome from us when He comes in glory at the end 

of time.  In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.” 

 

Daily Scripture Readings 

Monday:  Isaiah 2:1-5         Tuesday:      Isaiah 55:1-13 
Wednesday: Luke 1:26-36        Thursday:    Isaiah 40:1-11 
Friday: Malachi 3:1-4      Saturday:    Matthew 2:1-12 



Share Activities That Shine A Light On… 
Anticipation 

Make an Advent Calendar: It can help count the days until 
Christmas. They take many forms: for example, one kind 
has a verse each day. Make your own for a personal touch. 

Assemble a Creche: A manger scene can fill hearts with an-
ticipation. Assemble it in the room where you gather for 
Advent devotions, and add a new piece each week, starting 
with the animals and working towards Jesus. 

Give to the Needy: Choose a charitable organization to sup-
port this Advent and Christmas season, such as our denom-
ination’s Christmas Joy offering, the P.W. mitten tree, The 
Refuge of Lapeer, or any other nonprofit.  

Advent Beginnings 
by Bob Dare   

Advent: the 24 days prior to Jesus birthday. Our retail 

businesses believe it’s the hi-sign to display Christmas. Let 

us go back to the original Advent. Most of us remember the 

Christmas story in Luke 2. You, like me, probably memo-

rized it in your youth for a play. What happened to the be-

ginning of Luke’s story? Luke 1: gives us record of eyewit-

nesses of his details. Faith founded on facts. A priest named 

Zacharias and his wife, Elizabeth, who were elderly, had 

been stigmatized by their peers for being barren. The Lord 

sent an angel Gabriel to Zacharias and told him that he 

and Elizabeth were to be parents. He could not believe this 

news. This was preposterous! Soooo, because he doubted the 

messenger, consequently because of his unbelief, he was 

struck dumb and couldn’t talk! Since the populous was illit-

erate, it was now difficult to communicate with anyone. 

This went on until his son, John the Baptist was born. Six 

months later and 100 miles away, Mary and her-then 

The Nativity 
by Shirley Adamson 

Christmas was a big deal in our family growing up, with 

lots of family gatherings, good food, and decorations. The 

year I was born, my mother purchased a stable and the Ho-

ly Family. Each year she added to the set until it had all 

the pieces. It has been displayed under the tree, on various 

mantles, and now in my bow window. It goes up the week-

end after Thanksgiving. It is the only tradition I still prac-

tice, and it holds a lot of memories for me. 

Christmas Cookies 
by Margaret Fansler 

Advent is a reminder of how important this time of the 

year is to everyone. As the Advent candles are lit by fami-

lies, we are reminded of the importance of the words that 

are represented. 

This is the time of the year that families make extra efforts 

to get together and reminisce of the past years. It is also the 

time that traditions are started and continued.  In my fam-

ily we decorated Christmas cookies, drink hot cocoa, and 

sing Christmas carols. The recipe for the cookies was my 

maternal grandmother’s, and I still use some of her cookie 

cutters. There is a lot of laughter, sprinkles, and frosting of 

many colors. The dogs have a sugar high from licking all 

the sprinkles on the floor. 

As I watch my family when we get together, I see the 

words of Advent: HOPE-PEACE-JOY-LOVE are all there. 

The hope of our future, the peace of being with family, the 

joy of shared fun time together, and the love that we have 

for each other. They are not always perfect and sometimes 

strained, but they are always there  



Share Activities That Show The Meaning Of 
Love, Hope & Giving 

Community: During these next 12 days of Christmas, call on 
the sick, elderly, or lonely members among your family, 
friends, and church, either over the phone or in a socially 
distanced visit. Perhaps leave a gift you have made. 

Holiday Baking: Everyone can help make special breads or 
cookies for the Christmas Day meal. In Hebrew, the name 
Bethlehem means a “house of bread.” In modern English, it 
might be called something like “Bakersville.” Baking is thus 
a tradition going all the way back to the first Christmas. 
Jesus Himself would later provide bread (with fish) for the 
hungry in the wilderness, bless bread (and wine) to give us 
the Lord’s Supper, and call Himself “the Bread of Life come 
down from Heaven.” So “breaking bread” (or even broken 
cookies) can remind us of His body given for us on the 
cross. His life given for the life of the world. Is there anyone 
with whom we can share some of our “daily bread?” 

Hang a Wreath: How is Jesus Christ God’s gift to you? 
What has He done for the world? Discuss how love and 
hope are reflected in your family. Which little acts of ser-
vice are taken for granted, and why? How might you do 
more for each other? 

fiancé, Joseph, were given a similar announcement but 

without doubt, though I’m sure with much fear. They were 

told their son was the promised Savior and that the Holy 

Spirit would create the virgin birth. Mary and Joseph were 

trapped within Jewish law: she could be stoned for being an 

unwed mother. But the angel also announced her cousin 

Elizabeth was pregnant too. Soooo with no one to share her 

profound news, Mary walked 100 miles in mountainous ter-

rain to hang out with her cousin and get advice and guid-

ance from a pastor’s wife. To understand that what Mary 

experienced wasn’t a figment of her imagination, that her 

experience was real, verified by what her cousin was expe-

riencing. They would experience the reality of God’s proph-

ecy. I recommend you open your Bible to read it first-hand, 

to experience this snap-crackle-&-pop scripture of this first 

Advent. Annnnd you do not have to walk 200 miles! 

Advent in Our Home 
by Jack & Ila Burris 

Many years ago, I bought through SERRVE (I believe a 

Mission of the Presbyterian Church, Home Industries of 

third world countries), a nativity set of olive wood. Dis-

playing it on our mantle starts the Advent Season for us.                                    

When the children were young and growing up, pinning up 

the Advent calendar, opening a window each day and 

reading the bible verse in anticipation of Christmas.                              

Christmas was and is a family affair, the 

Messiah, Christmas Eve services and then 

Christmas Day with family. 

CHRISTIANITY! 



“God Chooses Mary” 
December 6, 2020  

The Bethlehem Candle is the second candle on the Advent 

wreath. It symbolizes the preparations being made for the 

coming of the Christ child. Together light the Prophecy and 

Bethlehem candles on the wreath and say, “I light these 

candles in the second week of Advent to proclaim the com-

ing of the Light of Christ into our darkness.” 

The Promise:   Matthew 1:18-25  

A Really Great Gift 
“Don’t do me any favors.” 

“Just give me what I’ve got coming to me.” 

“Give us what we earn and keep your favors.” This is the 

way most of us operate. We don’t want to hope and wait 

for a bonus at Christmas: just pay us a decent salary all 

year. Forget the free ham and the basket of fruit: let us 

work for a decent wage. We’re proud to be this way. We 

don’t want charity. Pay us what we’re worth. Other people 

have to accept charity, and we feel sorry for them. It must 

be hard to rely on the kindness of others. Not for us, thanks!  

In the world we live in, this is fine. It’s an admirable thing 

to stand on your own two feet and take care of yourself 

and your family. But we must always remember that it’s 

not that way with God.  

Back home, family members hug one another and kiss and 

smile. Their love for one another is so evident. The faces of 

those in the family circle take on a very special glow.  

“Thank you for your gift.” “Oh, I love you.” “How generous 

of you.” “You gave me just what I wanted.” “Thank you!”  

Maybe we can stop for just a moment and really look at 

one another and know how very much we do love one an-

other. And maybe can each resolve to keep Christmas in 

our hearts all year long. Wouldn’t that be beautiful?  

We are holy, absolutely acceptable to God, and we can be 

acceptable to one another always. Through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, the love of our Christ, we know that we can 

keep the love and peace and beauty of Christmas within 

our hearts all year long.  

 

This Day’s Carol:  The First Noel 

The first Noel the angels did say 

 Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

 On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

 Born is the King of Israel  

This Day’s Prayer: “Dear Heavenly Father, we believe in 

our family and we believe in your family. Show us the 

ways in which we can strengthen our love and our faith. 

Our hearts are filled with praise and thanksgiving as we 

think about your gift of the Christ Child to the world. Help 

us to keep the peace and the love, the beauty of Christmas, 

within our family all year long. Amen.” 



“The First Noel” 
December 24, 2020  

The central Christ Candle represents the presence of Christ 

in our lives. Together light the first four candles and then 

the Christ candle and say, “I light the Christ Candle, and we 

recall what the prophet Isaiah said: ‘The people who walked 

in darkness have seen a great light.’” 

The Nativity:   Luke 2:1-7  

Such Beauty 
“Everything about Christmas is beautiful!” 

“Everything looks better at Christmas!” 

The candles are lit, the Christmas tree lights twinkle on and 

off, gaily wrapped gifts lie under the tree, something good 

is cooking in the kitchen and somewhere the sound of carols 

drift by.  Everything is beautiful! 

Outside, perhaps a mantle of snow covers everything with 

its white beauty. The stars are bright in the sky. It’s a silent 

night and peaceful. Beautiful!  

The family goes to church, and everyone is smiling and 

wishing one another a merry, happy blessed Christmas.                            

Isn’t it beautiful? 

We are miserable sinners, constantly doing things we know 

we shouldn’t and forgetting or refusing to do the things we 

know we should. One of the most important things we must 

do is admit that we’re sinners and in great need of help 

and forgiveness. In this respect, we’re poor indeed! 

What if God said, “I’ll pay you what you’re worth or what 

you can earn?” Where would we be? We had better kneel 

down, ask for this mercy, and gladly claim the gift which 

He offers all believers. Not payment for what we’re worth, 

but the gift of absolute forgiveness and salvation through 

His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. And he offers it in spite of 

what we are, merely because of His great love. All we have 

to do is admit our need and accept the gift. 

 

This Week’s Carol:  Joy To The World! 

 Joy to the world! The Lord has come; 

 Let earth receive her king! 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

 And heaven & nature sing, 

And heaven & nature sing, 

 And heaven, and heaven & nature sing.  

This Week’s Prayer: “O Lord, prepare us and make us 

ready and worthy to receive the joy of Jesus.  May we open 

our hearts to welcome your glory.  In the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever.  Amen.” 

 

Daily Scripture Readings 

Monday:  Genesis 3:1-15         Tuesday:      Genesis 22:1-19 
Wednesday: Isaiah 11:1-10         Thursday:    Isaiah 26:6-10 
Friday: Romans 1:3-13        Saturday:   Matthew 1:18-25 



Share Activities That Prepare For Christmas 

Advent Walk: Attend the advent walk at our church this 
Sunday (12/6) at 6:30pm. Take some time to meditate and 
make room for Christ in your heart. 

St. Nicholas Day: The historical “Advent Saint” is the for-
bear of the modern-day Santa Claus. Nicholas was a Chris-
tian bishop known for his compassion, kindness, and gener-
osity. You can learn more at www.biography.com/religious 
-figure/saint-Nicholas  

Sing a Story: For example, sing or listen to the “Little 
Drummer Boy,” a story about a little boy who gives the 
Christ Child the only gift he can: a song on his drum. 

Send Christmas Cards: Luke 2:17 reads, “They made known 
abroad the saying…” When the shepherds had good news to 
tell, they found a way to share it. And so we send our 
greetings each Christmas. Do your cards really proclaim 
Jesus Christ? When people get them, will they know too that 
Christ is the Heart of Christmas? Say a pray for each per-
son as you address their card.  

Watch a Christmas Special: Afterwards reflect upon and 
discuss its message. How was it a “Christ-mas” message?  

What Advent Means to Me 
by Shirley Moore 

Advent is a time of anticipation and expectation 

of the Christ child’s arriving, offering hope to believers.  

A ritual still practiced and honored for generations 

by Christians everywhere in the world. 

The season hurtles on, pell-mell. And, thanks to Amazon 

and the internet in general, I no longer must enter the 

frantic stores. An early morning visit to Kroger supplies 

the gift cards (plus 4x gas points) for Ian, the step-sons and 

their wives; a quick stop at the Credit Union provisions the 

Wise Man's camel saddle-bag with crisp twenties for all of 

the grandkids. The little artificial tree is up and decorated 

in the bay window within an hour, the shiny purple 

(Sharon's color) balls, tiny white lights, and crystal angels 

reflecting about the darkened front room, compliment the 

orange glow in the wood-stove's glass. 

The culmination of Advent, for me, is not that Christmas 

Eve anthem with the sanctuary packed, the little children 

sugar-geeked, the congregation weary with family gather-

ings and their own traditions yet to be discharged. Nor is it 

the silent street after late communion service, the world 

seeming to have arrived, finally, at a hushed pause worthy 

of His gift. But at home, I shut off the scrolling credits for 

Scrooged, I unplug the tree and place the Tami candle care-

fully in the same window, away from the few wrapped pre-

sents, the stack of Christmas cards. I pray there may be a 

spirit choosing this spe-

cial night to peer in. 

And lo! The flame, once 

lit, rises straight, mir-

rored in the glass without 

a spark or a guttering. 

Either the windows still 

fit tightly against the 

draft of a late, billowing 

squall, or that spirit is 

untroubled, at peace in 

its sojourn. 



Share Activities That Show Peace 

Time Waiting: Don’t think of time waiting in line or at a 
red light as wasted time. Spend those moments reflecting on 
the coming of Christ and what it means to you personally.  

Traveling: Traveling to see family 
this Christmas? Think of Joseph and 
Mary traveling to Bethlehem. Give a 
dollar to a good cause for every mile 
you travel as a peace offering. 

Make Peace: Use the time this week 
to nurture your relationships and 
yourself. Spend time alone in prayer. 

Hang a Wreath: Hang a wreath on your front door to sym-
bolize peace on Earth and Christ’s victory over death. Re-
flect and discuss on these things together afterwards. 

A Late, Late, Middle-Aged Advent 
by Christ Dungey 

To be frank, the season of Advent no longer holds the inten-

sity of anticipation that it once did; a stretch of too-short, 

exhilarating days culminating in 24 hours of joy, but then 

the emotional crash of its abrupt absence. Now, I wait and 

wait for a fulfillment which never quite fully arrives, then 

wait another year to try again.  

Early November is marked by an anniversary of tragic 

and senseless loss; a step-daughter who left behind a four-

month-old baby. For twenty years, this has been a difficult 

start to the season. Even the Christmas music which could 

once be counted upon to lift my youthful heart, now domi-

nated by pop and celebrity covers, begins at Halloween. It's 

ubiquitous presence through the 25th December ends that 

night with no little personal relief. 

An Advent Walk to Remember 
by Jackie Germani 

I’ve had many, many years of Advent and 

Christmas celebrations, each with its own 

memory. But one special Advent comes to 

mind that was just in recent years. About 

four years ago I was invited along with a 

few other friends to attend an Advent walk 

at the Sashabaw Presbyterian Church in 

Clarkston. Having no idea what this walk 

was I still went along.   

We arrived, entered into a darkened sanctuary, and then 

heard a brief explanation from the pastor about how Mary 

and Joseph unknowingly traveled their lives’ journey. Yet 

Mary had hope within her that Christ the “light of the 

world” was about to enter into this world.     

With soft music playing, we all then walked this path of 

evergreens alone carrying an apple (the symbol of sin) with 

a candle in it. I prayed I would not stumble while I walked. 

I walked to the center of the path where I stopped to light 

my own candle from the Christ candle. After lighting my 

candle, I walked on thru the path but stopped to place my 

apple and candle along the path to help light the way for 

others.  After the last person had walked the path the room 

was beautifully lit with candlelight.   

It was so peaceful and set my mind to thinking what 

Christ’s birth brought to our world. He is the “light of the 

world”! I am so glad I went that evening and so glad we are 

now having the advent walk as part of our Advent practic-

es. If you have the opportunity to attend this advent walk, 

I really encourage you to do so. It’s a memory I’ll cherish.  



“The Journey to Bethlehem” 
December 13, 2020  

The Shepherd’s Candle is the pink third candle of the Ad-

vent wreath, a symbol of sharing Christ joyfully. Together 

light the Prophecy, Bethlehem, and Shepherd’s candles on 

the wreath and say, “I light these candles in the third week 

of Advent to proclaim the coming of the Light of Christ into 

our darkness.” 

The Story:   Luke 2:15-20  

Smile: God Loves You! 
“This is a great party.”  “Stop laughing! You’re in church!” 

A pastor once said that when people come from the com-

munion table, he’d like to hand each one a balloon with a 

smiley face on it. “Why do they all look so solemn?” he won-

dered. “Ssssh” “Keep quiet” “After church we’ll go out to 

dinner and enjoy ourselves.” What about us? Do we laugh 

and joke and have fun, except at church or in family devo-

tions? Do we say, “This is fun” and “That is religion”? 

We’ve all known people who are great fun at a party—

people who joke and kid around all the time, people who 

always have smiles on their faces. We enjoy being with 

them: they bring a ray of sunshine into our lives. Why is it 

so often that when we meet in church we put on our seri-

ous, solemn faces? 

own.” It can be tough out in the everyday world.  Dad gets 

pushed around at work. Mom has to watch out for road 

rage drivers. Brother and sister have a hard time keeping 

up with peers and doing what their teachers expect. 

So why not show more kindness within the family? Just lit-

tle, thoughtful things we do for one another. Things we 

don’t have to do: a helping hand now and then, the wiping 

away of a tear, love shown when it’s not expected. Christ is 

our example of how we should be: gentle, loving, forgiving, 

a peacemaker. If we do these things, the family will be 

strong and better able to endure all things.  

 

This Week’s Carol:  Here Comes Jesus 

  (to the tune of “Here Comes Santa Claus”) 

 Here comes Jesus, here comes Jesus, bringing us the light. 

 Showing us God’s holy love and ways to live in right. 

God loves all God’s children, so he sent his only Son 

 As a baby in a manger to make all folks one. 

Here comes Jesus, here comes Jesus, showing us the way

 To care for other people each and every day. 

Reaching out to those in sorrow, hungry, homeless ones. 

 Brothers, sisters: they’re our family, 

God’s daughters and God’s sons!  

This Week’s Prayer: “Fill our hearts with love, O Lord. 

Send us your only begotten Son, born of the Virgin Mary, 

to live within us forever. We ask this through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.”  

Daily Scripture Readings 

Monday:  Isaiah 24:21-25      Tuesday:      Mark 13:24-31 
Wednesday: 2 Peter 3:8-14        Thursday:  Isaiah 51:3-5   
Friday: John 12:35-50        Saturday:    Romans 16:25-27 



“Born This Day — A Savior” 
December 20, 2020  

The Angels Candle is the fourth candle. Christmas is almost 

here, so center your thoughts on God’s greatest gift of Love 

and Hope. Together light the first three candles and the 

Angels candle on the wreath and say, “I light these four 

candles in the fourth week of Advent to proclaim the com-

ing of the Light of Christ into our darkness.” 

The Good News:   Luke 2:8-14  

I Love You! 
“Why, thanks! What a kind thing to say.”  “You’re great!” 

If there is a scripture verse aimed toward families, surely 

this is one! Be kind to one another! Think of one another 

with kind thoughts. Remember the good things members of 

your family have done. Think of how you’d miss them if 

they were not around.  

Along with these thoughts keep your tongue bridled! Look 

at the peace that flows around and through a family when 

its members speak kindly to one another. “Thanks”, 

“please”, “you’re okay”, “I love you.” These sounds of peace 

and gentleness sound so much better than “stop it” or “out 

of my way.” There isn’t always a lot of gentle kindness 

shown in the world. It’s a matter of “get out of my way or 

get stepped on,” “make it if you can,” or “you’re on your 

It’s like telling the world, “Life is great and can be a lot of 

fun, but here in God’s house, it’s anything but.” What if a 

family were having devotions, and one of the children 

laughed out loud at the sheer joy of something? Wouldn’t 

that be wonderful? What if a person walked down the aisle 

after receiving the Lord’s Supper, and his eyes twinkled 

with the wonder of it? Wouldn’t that be great? Jesus said, 

“If you loved me, you would have rejoiced.” With his love in 

our hearts, how can we keep from smiling?  

 

Gaudete Sunday: If you wonder why the third Advent 

wreath candle is pink, it is because traditionally that day 

is “Gaudete” Sunday, meaning “joyful.” In many homes, this 

is the day when people put up Christmas tree decorations.  

 

This Week’s Carol:  Angels We Have Heard on High 

 Angels we have heard on high, 

 Sweetly singing o’er the plains. 

And the mountains in reply, 

 Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

This Week’s Prayer: “Heavenly Father, what joy must 

have been experienced when your angel announced Christ’s 

birth to the shepherds. Lord, touch our hearts that we may 

rejoice in the hope of His coming. Be with us as we, with 

humility and thanksgiving, prepare for His grace to 

cleanse our souls and bring light into the world. Amen.” 

 

Daily Scripture Readings 

Monday:  Isaiah 61:1-3         Tuesday:      Micah 5:2-4 
Wednesday: Isaiah 35:1-10         Thursday:    Psalm 47:1-7 
Friday: Psalm 22:22-31        Saturday:   Isaiah 55:12 



Share Joy-Filled Activities 

Read a Poem: Choose one that’s joyful such as, “I heard the 
bells on Christmas day” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.  

Spread Your Joy: Offer your services to someone who needs 
help. Call someone on the telephone and spend time listen-
ing to them. Ask the person about their favorite traditions.  

Enjoy the Decorations: At no other time of the year do we 
decorate our homes inside and out as we do at Christmas. 
Communities decorate the streets and businesses their 
buildings.  Why? Let’s hope it’s because the joy inside sort of 
overflows through the doors and windows and out into the 
streets! The original Bethlehem shepherds were treated to 
an “outdoor display” for Christmas, one designed to attract 
their attention and direct it to the Babe in the manger: “a 
savior, which is Christ, the Lord”. May our displays have 
the same purpose.  

Our Advent Traditions 
by Ken & Barb Dick 

Advent has always been celebrated in our family. When I 

was little, my parents would hang an Advent calendar 

which had windows that would open. Every day we would 

open up a window and read the scripture in that window. 

Each day reminded us we were getting closer to Christmas 

and all the good times and gifts which would follow.  

As I grew older, the true meaning of Christmas became 

something I really looked forward to, and the Advent cal-

endar helped me slow down and enjoy the season and its 

meaning. 

When our own children were young, we carried on the tra-

dition of the Advent calendar, along with Barbara’s family 

tradition of an Advent wreath on the dining room table 

with candles lit Sunday by Sunday. Our tree was hung with 

a mixture of ornaments including angels, wisemen, and or-

naments reminding us of family members past and present.  

A large nail was hung at the center of the tree to remind 

us of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice for us. 

Decorating 
by Scott Bodell 

As a young kid Advent season typically meant that if you 

help mom decorate the house there would be cool stuff un-

der the Christmas tree. Our house was always nicely deco-

rated for Christmas. Getting a little older helping dad out-

side became part of it as well. For many of my young adult 

years it was more the candelabra in the sanctuary count-

ing down the days till Christmas. We even had Christmas 

cards that had a chocolate for each week of Advent. 

As I get older—not that I am old or anything—I look at the 

Advent Season as a time to look at how I have spent the 

previous year. Asking God to show me what needs to 

change and for Him to lead me through the next year. Not 

that I can do it on my own but that the Holy Spirit would 

live in and through me in ways beyond my imagination. 

Many times in prayer just asking 

that His Will be done and that He 

will provide me the strength and 

wisdom to make it through the 

challenges of the world these 

days. Give the Spirit full authori-

ty over every aspect of your life 

and just be amazed at how awe-

some it is to have a front row seat 

watching the Spirit work in and 

though YOU!  


